
JULIE MAUGHAN

THERE were smiles all around 
at the NSW Standardbred 
Owners Association meeting 
at Tamworth last week .

And the biggest grin probably 
came from NSWSOA ambassador 
Madi Young who summed up her 
day as being “flat out”.

Travelling from Menangle, 
where she is now based working 
for the Shane and Lauren Tritton 
stables, Madi did not disappoint 
in any of her seven race drives at 
Tamworth – in fact she drove a 
winning double.

The young reinswoman was 
quick to open her Tamworth 
account in the opening event when 
the Greg Coney-trained Queens 
Angel won the HRNSW Guaranteed 
Two-Year-Old Pace in impressive 
style.

“The first drive of the day for the 
NSWSOA was a winner so that was 
a good start,” grinned Young.

“She went really well and the 
race was run to suit her.”

“We lobbed three back on the 
fence and then got a run at the 
right time – I was really happy with 
her.”

Queens Angel, after gaining a 
split on the final turn, scored a 
15m win over race leader and race 
favourite I’m Rock Solid (Peter 
Hedges) with Mendoza Lass 

(Anthony Varga) five metres away 
third.

Ironically Madi Young had 
landed five drives behind her step 
father Greg Coney’s horses at the 
meeting and presented the stables 
with yet another winner when Our 
Chance To Dream won, handing 
a training double to the Coney 
stables and a driving double for 
herself.

“He (Our Chance To Dream) led 
all the way – he did have an easy 
win but he deserved it as well – he 
came from Victoria and Greg was 
happy with his work and he was 
confident,” said Young.

Our Chance To Dream was 
having his first race start for 
the Greg Coney stables after 
transferring to NSW from Victoria.

Leading all the way Our Chance 
To Dream scored a two-metre win 
over Bathurst pacer Safely Under 
Wraps in the Dome Financial Group 
Tamworth Pace, with Commanche 
(Scotty Welsh) a neck away third.

“I was worried that he would pull 
in the race but he settled well,” said 
Young of the four-year-old gelding.

For each winning drive as an 
ambassador for the NSWSOA 
Young raises $200 for her chosen 
charity – The Heart Foundation 
and was easily identified in all 
her drives wearing the white 
silks which has the State of NSW 
embossed on the back in blue.

“I think I was only twice out of 
the top three in the seven drives so 
that was really good,” said Young.

Besides the two wins which 
saw $400 going to the Heart 
Foundation, Young bagged a 
second placing with Barboo for the 
Stephen Bunz stables as well as 
a second with Girl From The Glen 
and a third behind Keyang Sponge 
Bob for the Greg Coney stables.

There were three winners’ 
cheques handed out at the 
meeting to winning members of the 
NSWSOA and for a membership of 
$55 Andy Ison picked up a $1,000 
cheque with the win of Bob Swagger 
(IfIhadyourluck- Mudgee Mailbag) 
driven by his son Tom Ison.

Marion Weidemann also picked 
up the added $1,000 bonus when 
Miss Catalina (Riverboat King-La 
Quinta) won with daughter Lola 
taking the drive.

McKayler Barnes was fresh from 
the Bathurst meeting the night 
before with the win of Kyle Shannon 
to gain owners Rayngold a $1,000 
bonus cheque from the NSWSOA at 
the Tamworth meeting with the win 
of Enk Spot Shannon (Million Dollar 
Cam-Tassie Shannon).

Madi Young is the Northern 
Ambassador for the NSWSOA 
while Blake Micallef is pacing his 
way around the southern districts 
as an ambassador for NSWSOA in 
that region.

JOHN DUNNE

BILL Morgan is satisfied his 
star trotter Maori Law has 
picked up where he left off 
after suffering a hoof injury 
14 months ago.

The son of Lawman had won 
six of his previous starts when his 
racetrack career was put on hold 
after sustaining a hairline crack 
in a pedal bone following his win 
in the Seelite Windows & Doors 
Winter Trotters Cup Final in July 
last year.

Maori Law was subsequently 
placed at his first two runs back 
from a spell before returning to 
the winner’s stall in the Yabby 
Dam Racing Trot at Melton last 
Saturday night.

There were fireworks early 
when Conon Bridge and Destinee 
Jenilou engaged in a two-horse 
war for the lead with the former 

finally accessing the pegs 800m 
after the start.

Rod Petroff was quick to 
ease away from the pegs on My 
Tribeca shortly afterwards and 
subsequently wrested the lead off 
Conon Bridge while Gavin Lang 
was patiently biding his time on 
Maori Law towards the rear of the 
field.

Maori Law crept around the field 
to sit parked with a lap to travel 
and proceeded to go stride for 
stride with My Tribeca down the 
back stride before asserting his 
authority around the home turn.

Class prevailed in the home 
straight and Maori Law ($1.50 
favourite) cruised to the line 
to score comfortably by seven 
metres from Pizza Queen with Any 
Old Way five metres away third in a 
mile rate of 1:58.9.

“His three runs back have 
been super and Gavin said he felt 

really strong on the line,” Morgan 
said.

“They went quick and he had to do 
work three wide in his first start for 
13 months and then he got caught in 
the death outside Sparkling Success 
last week and only got beaten three 
or four metres,” he said.

Morgan said he deliberately 
stretched out Maori Law’s 
recuperation period over more 
than a year.

“To help with the bone density 
I kept jogging him and would then 
tip him out,” he said.

The six-year-old has won 13 
races with four placing from just 
18 career starts.

“I’ll give him one more run and 
then freshen him up for the Bill 
Collins Sprint next month,” he said.

“After that we’ll tinker around 
and aim him for the Trotters Inter 
Dominion now it’s back here in 
Melbourne.”

PAUL COURTS

PLANS remain modest for 
Tygar despite his eye-catching 
victory last night.

Developing into a Tabcorp Park 
Menangle specialist, Tygar caused 
a minor upset for trainer-driver Joe 
Taaffe.

The son of former dour stayer 
Safari has had six starts around 
the 1400m circuit for two wins, 
three placings and a fourth.

“He’s a very nice horse,” Taaffe 
said. 

“He is getting up in grade now 
so it’s time to see if he can match it 
with the big boys.

“I do think he will get better as 
he hasn’t had many starts. Plus 
the harder they go the more he 
likes it.

“At this stage he looks to be a 
promising up and comer, but he’s 
got to take that next step.”

With Taaffe holding the reins, 
Tygar settled midfield from barrier 
six as Redbelly Jack led from the 
pole.

Angled three-wide at the top 
of the home straight, the gelding 
sprinted to stylish win as Dance 
For Glory and Shannonstheman 
filled the placings.
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AMBASSADOR MADI GIVES
NSWSOA REASON TO SMILE

WINNERS: President of the NSWSOA Michael Brown, 
ambassador Madi Young, chairwoman at THRC Julie Maughan 
who made a presentation to Madi on behalf of the THRC

Queens Angel going to the line nicely for Madi Young at Tamworth. 
PHOTOS: courtesy Peter Mac Photography.

Maori Law puts his hoof
straight back on the till

INTER DOMINION-BOUND: Maori Law has taken up where 
he left off after being off for 14 months with a hoof injury.

Tygar ready to take the next step

COLOURFUL: 
Joe Taaffe sports 
the special colours 
to help raise money 
for drought relief.

TOO GOOD: Tygar arrives in time to score at Menangle on Saturday night. 
PHOTO: Ashlea Brennan.

Co-owned by Taaffe, Tygar 
covered the mile in 1:53.8, taking 
his record to 11 wins and nine 
placings from 30 starts.

“I was pretty confident with him 
before the race and even more 
so when Effronte galloped at the 
start,” Taaffe said.

“He was travelling well all 
the way along and I’m very 
happy with the way he found 
the line.

“I haven’t got anything specific 
in mind for him at this stage, just 
go through the grades and see 
what happens.”


